Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
The District Commandants had a body of gendarmerie for their police force. In the provinces they were formed into special gendarmerie detachments, and in the district under the Com-mander-in-Chief in the East they were formed into a corps. I deeply regretted the lacjc of German police forces. Germany could not spare sufficient gendarmes, and I was therefore compelled to commandeer older men from the front. They received special instructions to fit them in some measure for their duties. Colonel Rochus Schmidt, a particularly careful officer, and I would gladly have found some better arrangement, but the whole thing was a makeshift. Unfortunately individual gendarmes may have added to the discontent which showed itself later. How could they be expected to give satisfaction and accomplish anything in a strange land, among a hostile population, and with no sufficient knowledge of the language ? This one question will illustrate the difficulties which Germans in a foreign land had to encounter-Dishonesty and profiteering are absolutely inexcusable. The loyalty of the gendarmes brought them into conflict with the numerous armed bands, and many of them lost their lives. This must never be forgotten.
The government of the country included the administration of justice which was so arranged as to fit in with the district ' organization. In each district there was a district court for the local population; we had to create them, as there were none. The provincial courts were set up as a kind of higher court, perhaps unnecessarily.
The High Court in Kovno, under President Kratzenberg, was the final court of appeal. As chief of the Department of Justice, he had to take considerable part in its administrative business.
The functions of the Lines-of-Communication tribunals were in no way restricted by these District Courts. The courts worked well, both together and independently.
The forestry service in the various provinces was outside the district organization. Inspectorates were created according to the forest areas, of which that at Bialoviesa became the best known.
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